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"What inspired Orwell 2 


@ Inspired by Russian author Yevgeny Zamyatin's 1924 novel "We" and Aldous Huxley's 
similarly dystopian classic "Brave New World" in 1931, Orwell wanted to create his own 
vision of how everything might go wrong in our society. It was a smart step for him to 
do after the success of his previous project, the novel which most may know "Animal 
Farm", published in 1945, which was a parody of the USSR and the rise of 
totalitarianism and communist revolutionaries. 


@ After having seen the rise of Hitler and Stalin, George Orwell decided to write 1984 
during World War Il. Orwell feared that totalitarianism could easily take over the U.S. 
and Britain and wrote the novel as a cautionary tale. George Orwell believed that the 
U.S. and Britain did not truly grasp how dangerous totalitarianism is and how quickly it 
can take over our society if taken advantage of. 
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Terminology and freedom of 
thou 


ougr from the book has turned into big common expressions. Terms used 
regularly in media criticism "doublethink" and "groupthink", are Orwell's terms for the 
way propaganda twists people into believing things they know are lies. 


@ In 1984, Big Brother and the Party developed the idea of “nevvspeak” to manipulate 
how the people thought. Newspeak was specific language that allowed the Party to 
control the people's minds at all times. It made it harder for the people to have their 
own beliefs and knowledge to basically think for themselves. An example of this today 
is when some people refer to the government as the "deep state." The change of terms 
is intended to manipulate public opinion for political purposes and change how we 
perceive things in the world. 
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